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2025 NTGCSA Family Social

Chapter Connect

Thank you to all that joined us for the 2025 Family Social in July at Globe Life Field! We enjoyed food,
fellowship and cheering on the Texas Rangers versus the Detroit Tigers. The Rangers fell in a close
game, but still pulled off the series win! Thank you to platinum sponsor PrimeSod for sponsoring a great
day! We were so thankful to have so many members in attendance!
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President's Message
President's Message

As I began my last newsletter, we were in the middle of a rainy early
summer. Now, here we are wrapping up October, and after a warm and dry
September, I know we are all thankful for cooler weather and rain.

In recent months, we held our family social event at the Rangers ballpark.
This event continues to be a favorite, with families coming together to enjoy
a fun afternoon of baseball. In August, Iron Horse hosted our Summer
Scramble, and even though it rained, that didn’t stop us from having a great
tournament. Special thanks to Stephen Fox for making it happen and United
Ag & Turf for being our sponsor. We also just wrapped up a successful fall
education event at Scottish Rite. The board voted to donate another $5,000
to Scottish Rite this year, in honor of Quinton Johnson, who passed away 
last month. Quinton was a former Superintendent at Brookhaven and was instrumental in developing
our relationship with Scottish Rite. We also recently held our annual meeting at Grapevine Golf Course.
Many thanks to Merlin and his team for always generously offering their course to us. It’s always a fun
day of golf, and while we typically get to enjoy the crisp fall air, this year was a warm one!

One of our most anticipated events of the year is our upcoming Scholarship Tournament, where we
raise the majority of funds for our Legacy scholarships. This year’s tournament will be held at Shady
Oaks, and I have no doubt Justin May (Mayo) will have everything ready for us to tear it up! We are
always looking for donations for our silent auction, so if you have anything you would like to contribute,
we would greatly appreciate it. A couple more events to round out the year include our Crew
Championship at Tenison, and another Equipment Managers meeting, hosted by Turf and Soil.

The NTGCSA board has also been working on a couple
of important initiatives this year. One of those is
establishing an endowment fund for the association,
which will provide a sustainable income source over
time. Once the principal amount is reached, the
earnings will help support the organization’s mission
and ensure long-term financial stability. Another
initiative is the creation of the Mike Upchurch GCSAA
Show Scholarship. This scholarship honors Mike, who
helped many people attend the show, often using his
own money. The board felt this was a fitting way to
continue his legacy. The scholarship will cover up to
$3,500 max of reimbursable expenses.

Lastly, as the year comes to a close, I want to thank
all the members of the board who have helped shape
this association into what it is today. I also want to
extend my gratitude to all our members and sponsors.

Coby Morrow
Northwood Club





2025 Approved Bylaw Amendment

For the past several years the NTGCSA board of directors has discussed and worked towards
developing an association endowment fund.  The below bylaw endowment was presented at the
NTGCSA Annual Meeting on October 21 and was approved with a vote by membership. The fund
shall be used for education, research and member support as noted below. 

ARTICLE XV
ENDOWMENT FUND

SECTION I. CREATION OF FUND
There shall be an Endowment Fund which shall be created by allocating an amount up to 50%
of the annual NET proceeds raised from annual NTGCSA business as decided upon by the
board of directors until the fund shall be equal to the sum of One Hundred Twenty-Five
Thousand Dollars ($125,000). The fund shall be grown over a period of time required to reach a
balance of $125,000, with no withdrawals. Once withdrawals commence, amounts shall be
chosen so that sufficient funds are remaining for the fund to continue. Withdrawals and the
amount of withdrawals shall be proposed and voted on by the Executive Committee of the
NTGCSA Board of Directors. The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chapter President,
Vice President, and Secretary / Treasurer.

SECTION II. USE OF THE FUND
The purpose of the endowment fund shall be to
provide a sustainable source of income for the
NTGCSA over time. Once the principal amount
has been achieved, the earnings will help to
support our organization's purpose and ensure
financial stability in the long-term.

The fund will be used for education/research,
reinvestment in the membership such as:
scholarships, hardship and or charity as decided
upon by the Executive Committee.

In extreme financial circumstances detrimental
to the chapter, the executive committee must
get full board approval to use these funds,
waiving the no withdrawal clause prior to
reaching, or after reaching the balance of
$I25,000.

SECTION III. MANAGEMENT OF THE FUND
The fund shall be managed by a professional
fund manager to enhance financial gains and
opportunities with minimal input from the
Board.





2025 Summer Scramble

Thank you to all of the members that joined us for this year’s 2025 Summer Scramble at Iron Horse Golf
Course. Rain delayed our start, but made for pleasant temperatures once golf finally got under way!

Thank you to Stephen Fox and all of the staff at Iron Horse for hosting us for this year's event. Thank
you also to Platinum Sponsor United Ag & Turf for continuing to support the NTGCSA and partnering
with us on this event. We are grateful for your continued support!

Fall Education at Scottish Rite

We were thrilled to be able to return to the Scottish Rite
for Children Hospital in Dallas for our Annual Fall
Education this past September. 

During our lunch break, we presented hospital staff
members with a $5,000 donation check in the memory
of NTGCSA member Quinton Johnson, bringing the all-
time funds contributed by the association to over
$100,000! We hope to continue this partnership for
years to come!





2025 Board of Director Elections Results

Thank you to all that attended our Annual Meeting and Elections at Grapevine Country Club. Thanks
to Merlin Tielkemeier and the entire staff at Grapevine Golf Course for hosting us for the fourth
straight year! Thank you also to Turf Materials for sponsoring a great day!

Congratulations to proximity winners Scott Brand, Jeff Hansen and Michael Saldana. Congratulations
to our first place finishers Drue Thompson, Jason Wiedeman and Kevin Garrity, to second place
finishers Austin Brown and Neil Packard, and to third place finishers Grant Jones and Jose Medina.

Congratulations to the following on their election to the NTGCSA Board of Directors:

President
Grant Jones, Sherrill Park Golf Course

Vice President
Cody Crowther, Ridglea Country Club 

Secretary/Treasurer
To Be Appointed by President

Superintendent Directors

Bobby Chesney, Timarron Country Club
Stephen Fox, Iron Horse Golf Course

Affiliate Director

Austin Brown, Professional Turf Products

Past President, Coby Morrow, Northwood Club





GCSAA’s Golf Course Environmental
Profile surveys are very important to
the profession and industry. The
NTGCSA encourages all
superintendents to participate in the
fourth major Golf Course Use and
Conservation survey.

Your participation will continue to
enable advocacy efforts, as well as
provide resources to help 

GCSAA Nutrient and Pesticide Management Survey

superintendents succeed.

It is crucial that everyone participate in this survey to adequately represent all locations and facilities.
Check your email for a survey link and be sure to complete the survey before the deadline of
November 10, 2025. Everyone who completes the survey in its entirety will automatically be entered
into prize drawings. There will be four $500 prizes drawn per survey. In addition, GCSAA members will
be awarded 0.50 service points for their participation. Individual survey responses will not be disclosed
or used by GCSAA and results will only be published in aggregate.

Scholarship Tournament Needs

The NTGCSA Scholarship tournament at Shady
Oaks Country Club in Fort Worth is just a few
weeks away and we still have hole
sponsorships remaining! Hole sponsorships are
$300 and feature sponsor signage on the
sponsored hole. Reach out to Shannon to
sponsor a hole today!

We are also still in need of auction items. Last
year our silent auction raised a record of nearly
$8,000, helping fund scholarships for
deserving North Texas students. Reach out to
Shannon or a board member if you have an
item to donate. 

This year’s tournament is sold out and we are
on a waiting list. Be sure to pay your invoices
as soon as possible, or let Shannon know if you
won’t make it so we can work in some of those
still hoping to play in this year’s tournament. 







The North Texas GCSA is approaching a very special time of the year when the association honors
the many deserving members who have demonstrated an above and beyond effort and commitment
to their golf facility, their association and their profession. Since 1972, the North Texas GCSA has
honored a Superintendent each year with first the Superintendent of the Year Award, and beginning
in 1987 the A.C. Bearden Superintendent of the Year Award and eventually as it has been known
since 2014, the A.C. and Garry Bearden Superintendent of the Year Award. Each year, the winner is
honored at the Annual Awards Banquet held in January. 

Congratulations to this year’s finalists:

Grant Jones, Sherrill Park Golf Course
Neil Packard, Dallas National Golf Club
Andy Wright, Clubs of Prestonwood, Creek Course

Be sure to cast your vote at https://ntgcsa.org/announcements.php for the 2025 A.C. and Garry
Bearden Memorial Superintendent of the Year Award by Friday, November 14 at 5pm. 

This year's nominees included:
Monty Asworth, Stephen Fox, Jeff Garza, Grant Jones, Roger Meier, Travis Moore, Neil Packard, Earl
Snowden, Pete Williams, Jason Wiedeman and Andy Wright.

Superintendent of the Year Finalists





2025 Mike Upchurch Memorial GCSAA Conference and Tradeshow Scholarship

As a way to honor the memory of former NTGCSA President, Mike Upchurch, the North Texas GCSA
is sending ONE deserving Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, or Equipment Manager (all non-
affiliate members) to the 2026 GCSAA Conference and Trade Show in Orlando, FL. The scholarship
will cover the cost of registration (GCSAA Full Pack, not All Access Pack), round trip economy airfare
between DFW and Orlando, 4-nights hotel stay (budget of up to $289 per night), a $50 per day
stipend (up to $200), and registration for ONE ½-day seminar. 

The scholarship is intended to assist North Texas GCSA Members whose club does not normally pay
for them to attend the conference, though all are welcome to apply. The applicant selected will be
asked to write a short article for the Spring newsletter recapping your experience and how you
benefited from attending the conference.

If you are interested in applying, please apply online at www.ntgcsa.org by November 1, 2025. 

Application Requirements: Must be a Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, and/or EM member
of the NTGCSA in good standing at the discretion of the Board of Directors. Applicant must also be a
member of GCSAA (applies to Superintendents, Assistants, and Equipment Managers only).

Registration for this year’s GCSAA Conference and Trade Show is now open! This year's conference
and trade show will offer:

More than 100 seminars featuring engaging speakers
Interactive tours at seven golf courses across Orlando

Over 450 exhibitors showcasing the latest products, services, and technologies
30+ Power Hours packed with fast-paced education on advancements and challenges in the industry

Register today at www. gcsaaconference.com







We need more members to get involved with
the NTGCSA! We have several committees 
for members to serve on. These include:

Annual Awards Banquet Committee       
Annual Meeting Committee 
Assistant Superintendent & EM Committee       
Awards and Recognition Committee 
Chapter Delegates Committee       
Member Relations/Communication Committee 
Finance Committee       
Golf & Event Outings Committee 
Government Relations & Advocacy Committee
Lonestar GCSA Committee 
Scholarship Committee 

To volunteer to serve on one of our
committees, or to host a meeting contact
Shannon at ntgcsa@gmail.com.

Volunteers Needed!
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